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A Case for Soil Health

▪ Improved crop yields 

▪ More resilient crop yields

▪ Improve water infiltration and storage

▪ Higher soil carbon and SOM

▪ Increased soil biological activity

▪ Faster nutrient cycling with larger pool of available nutrients

▪ Less compaction, crusting and erosion

▪ Better soil aggregate stability

▪ Better weed control

▪ Reduced erosion and soil loss 

▪ Nutrient use efficiency and retention 

▪ Farm resilience with weather variability 

▪ Improved water utilization and management 
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Landowner-Farmer Relationship



CONVERSATIONAL 
Forks in the Road

▪Are you telling? 

Or asking? 

▪Is this about me? 

Or about the farmer?

▪Are you interesting? 

Or interested?



▪ What producers in my area are the best prospects for this 

conversation?

▪ List the characteristics of your best prospects for this 

conversation?

▪ Why would a producer want to have this conservation 

conversation with a trusted agronomist?

▪ What’s in it for the producer?

▪ What’s in it for you, the agronomist?



▪ This is a different kind of call - highlight the differences

▪ Who should participate?

▪ Where should the conversation take place?

▪ Make appointments

▪ Have conversations

▪ Report responses

▪ Become skillful in the “Conservation Conversation”

▪ Asking great questions, listening attentively, potentially assisting in 
implementation direction



CRAFT THE BEST 
POSSIBLE QUESTIONS
Positioned Detective Questions

Relational questions (earns the right to go to other questions)

▪ Minimizing or stop erosion?

▪ Improve nutrient management?

▪ Connecting with non-farm public and consumers?

▪ Improving soil health?

▪ Leaving a legacy?



CRAFT THE BEST 
POSSIBLE QUESTIONS
Positioned Detective Questions

▪ What practices do you think will help keep your land 
productive and in the best shape possible over the long term 
and for future generations?

▪ What practices do you think could improve productivity of 
your land in both good years and bad?

▪ What farming practices do you think can have the biggest 
impact on improving soil health and water quality in your 
operation?



Helpful Resources

Government/Academic:

▪ USDA-NRCS

▪ County soil and water conservation 
district office

▪ State Department of Ag

▪ State university extension

▪ Midwest cover crop collaborative

▪ American Society of Agronomy and 
CCA online classroom

▪ www.nutrientstewardship.com

▪ 4RPlus.org 

▪ SPARC online courses

Agriculture Sector:

▪ Ag retailers and crop advisers

▪ Land contractors and engineers

▪ Farm and commodity groups

▪ Friends, neighbors, other farmers



Seth Harden

The Nature Conservancy

Seth.Harden@tnc.org


